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Stormwater is the water that runs off the land after precipitation, 

either rain or snowmelt. Rain or snow can drain down into the 

What is Stormwater?

Negative 

impacts of 
stormwater runoff can 

Why should you care about 
Stormwater Management?

back into the atmosphere. When vegetation is replaced with streets, driveways, sidewalks, houses, and lawns, less 

Undeveloped Land Developed Land

Rainwater that falls on your house, yard, or 
driveway, may run to the street and into 

the storm drains. These pipes carry 
the stormwater runoff and all the 

pollutants that it has picked up  
to streams. Even if you can’t 
see a stream or lake from your 

house, stormwater runoff 
from your house is still 
draining to these waters.
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BMPs: what are they, 
& what do they do?

BMP stands for Best Management Practice, and includes 

designed “things” like detention basins, as well as non-

engineered approaches like protecting open space to 

manage stormwater

which are engineered facilities that are designed and 

 minimizing the amount of runoff, 

 slowing down the runoff, 

 evapotranspiring runoff, or

Your whole community has been designed 

role in the health of downstream waters.

Some BMPs/SCMs are landscaped and 

others are buried so you might not see 

Native vegetation is the best choice for 

BMPs

less maintenance.
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All of the homes in your community drain to a stream or 
lake. All homeowners need to do their part to maintain 
stormwater BMPs in their own yard to protect streams 
and lakes for everyone.



Stormwater Regulations

Erosion and Sediment Control (E&S) BMPs

Post-

Construction Stormwater Management (PCSM) BMPs 

PA Code, Title 25, 

Chapter 102

www.

What’s the Homeowner’s 

Legal Responsibility?

If your home was constructed after 2010, and your property 

contains any Post Construction Stormwater Management 

(PCSM) BMPs

If you are the person designated as the responsible-party for 

operation and maintenance

If you’re not doing the necessary maintenance and required 

documentation

If responsibility has been transferred to someone else
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How does a Homeowner maintain it?

Regularly:

•  Mow the lawn in this area at the same time 

•  

Additional Information:

How does it work?

into the soil. 

Downspout 
Disconnection

What is it?
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How does a Homeowner maintain it?

Twice a year:

•  

•  

•  

Annually:

•  

    end of the growing season.

Every Three Years:

•  

    needed for stormwater management.

Additional Information:

 

What is it?

How does it work?

Rain Gardens & 
      Small Bioretention
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How does a Homeowner maintain it?

After Rain Events:

 

Annually:

Special Winter Needs:

    sediment.

•  

from roofs. Cisterns are larger containers than 

How does it work?

Rain Barrels & Cisterns

What is it?

Rain barrels and cisterns are great (and economical!) water 
 

Safety note! not safe for 

consumption 

Additional Information:
not drained in three 
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How does a Homeowner maintain it?

After storms with larger than 1 inch of rain:

Additional Information:

How does it work?

Dry Well

What is it?

Quarterly:

Annually:
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Protection:

Additional Information:

How does it work?

What is it?

How does a Homeowner 

maintain it?

Annually:
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How does it work?

Pervious Pavements

What is it?
Protection:

. A 

Biannually:

Special Winter Needs: 

How does a Homeowner 

maintain it?
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How does it work?

Vegetated Swale

What is it? Regularly:

Twice a Year:

Additional Information:

Annually:

  

Special Winter Needs: 

How does a Homeowner 

maintain it?
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How does it work?

Amended Soils

What is it?

Protection:

  

Amended soils have increased air space, but these air spaces are lost if the soil is 
compacted by heavy equipment or vehicle parking.

How does a Homeowner maintain it?

Regular Soil Amended Soil
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